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BY CINDY WOODEN AND 
JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

Easter is a feast of hope, 
a celebration of God’s mercy 
and a call to pray for and assist 
all who suffer, Pope Francis 
said before giving his solemn 
blessing “urbi et orbi” (to the 
city and the world).

The risen Jesus “makes 
us sharers of his immortal life 

and enables us to see with his 
eyes of love and compassion 
those who hunger and thirst, 
strangers and prisoners, the 
marginalized and the outcast, 
the victims of oppression and 
violence,” the pope said March 
27 after celebrating Easter 
morning Mass.

Easter in Rome dawned 
bright and sunny; in St. Peter’s 
Square, the steps leading up to 
the basilica were turned into an 
abundant garden with thou-

sands of tulips, daffodils and 
fl owering bushes.

On Easter morning, the 
pope does not give a homily. 
Instead, with hands clasped 
in prayer and head bowed, he 
led the tens of thousands of 
people in the square in silent 
refl ection.

After Mass, before giv-
ing his solemn blessing, Pope 
Francis said Easter should give 
people the courage to “blaze 
trails of reconciliation with 

God and with all our brothers 
and sisters.”

Speaking about Christ’s 
power over death and sin, the 
pope prayed that the Lord 
would touch places in the 
globe scarred by war, terror-
ism, poverty and environmen-
tal destruction.

“The risen Christ points 
out paths of hope to beloved 
Syria, a country torn by a 
lengthy confl ict, with its sad 
wake of destruction, death, 
contempt for humanitarian 
law and the breakdown of civil 
concord,” the pope said. “To 
the power of the risen Lord 
we entrust the talks now in 
course.”

He prayed that the power 
of the Resurrection would 
“overcome hardened hearts 
and promote a fruitful encoun-
ter of peoples and cultures,” 
particularly in Iraq, Yemen, 
Libya and the Holy Land.

“May the Lord of life also 
accompany efforts to attain a 
defi nitive solution to the war in 
Ukraine, inspiring and sustain-
ing initiatives of humanitarian 
aid, including the liberation of 
those who are detained,” he 
prayed.

On Easter and through-
out the Holy Week liturgies 
that preceded it, Pope Francis 
showed special concern for the 
fate of refugees and migrants 
fl eeing violence and poverty 

and for Christians facing perse-
cution in the Middle East and 
other parts of the world.

At Rome’s Colosseum 
Good Friday, after presiding 
over the Stations of the Cross, 
the pope offered a long medi-
tation on how Christ continues 
to be scorned, tortured and 
crucifi ed in suffering people 
around the world.

“O Cross of Christ,” he 
said March 25, “today too we 
see you raised up in our sisters 
and brothers killed, burned 
alive, throats slit and decapi-
tated by barbarous blades amid 
cowardly silence.”

“O Cross of Christ, today 
too we see you in the faces of 
children, of women and peo-
ple, worn out and fearful, who 
fl ee from war and violence and 
who often only fi nd death and 
many Pilates who wash their 
hands,” he said.

Two days later, celebrat-
ing the Resurrection, Pope 
Francis said the Easter mes-
sage “invites us not to forget 
those men and women seeking 
a better future, an ever more 
numerous throng of migrants 
and refugees –– including 
many children –– fl eeing from 
war, hunger, poverty and social 
injustice. All too often, these 
brothers and sisters of ours 
meet along the way death or, in 

At Easter, pope urges reconciliation and hope

Holy oils blessed during annual Chrism Mass
BISHOP JOE 

VÁSQUEZ 
blessed the 

holy oils 
during the 

Chrism Mass 
on March 22 

at St. Vincent 
de Paul Par-
ish in Austin. 
The holy oils 

are used to 
administer the 
sacraments in 

the parishes 
throughout 

the diocese. 
(Photo by 

Shelley 
Metcalf)

See EASTER on Page 10
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BY DAVID MYERS
CORRESPONDENT

Fellowship, faith forma-
tion and being a stronger 
witness to God in daily living 
were the central themes of 
“Iron Sharpens Iron: Fourth 
Annual Catholic Men’s Con-
ference,” held Feb. 20 at San 
José Parish in Austin. More 
than 500 men from through-
out the diocese attended 
the all-day event, which was 
sponsored by the Central 
Texas Fellowship of Catholic 
Men.

The conference began 
with a Mass concelebrated by 
Bishop Joe Vásquez; Father 
Alberto Borruel, pastor of San 
José Parish; and Father John 
Ezratta of Miles Christi. In his 
homily, Bishop Vásquez told 

conference attendees, “We all 
need God’s mercy.

“Jesus spent a lot of time 
with tax collectors, with sin-
ners,” Bishop Vásquez said. 
“He was criticized by the 
Pharisees for this. But the Fa-
ther loves us unconditionally, 
as the Parable of the Prodigal 
Son in Luke’s Gospel shows 
us. As we strive in our lives for 
holiness, we should let God’s 
unconditional love permeate 
our relationships.

“Thank you for being who 
God calls you to be. You are 
not perfect men, but you are 
good men.”

Featured speakers for the 
conference included Tim Sta-
ples, a convert to the Catholic 
faith who serves as the director 
of Apologetics and Evangeliza-
tion for Catholic Answers, and 
Trent Horn, an apologist and 

speaker for Catholic Answers. 
The conference emcee was Pat-
rick Ryan, former Central Texas 
resident, who serves now as the 
executive director for Mater 
Dei Catholic Radio in Portland, 
Ore. Music for the event was 
provided by Jeremy Rodriguez, 
a Catholic musician from Lock-
hart who is lead singer of the 
band “Soundwave.”

During his morning talk, 
“God is Looking for a Few 
Good Men,” Tim Staples 
urged the men to step up in 
their role of making a differ-
ence in today’s culture.

“There is a lot of confusion 
in today’s culture,” Staples said. 
“One reason for this confu-
sion is many Catholic fathers 
are leaving it up to mothers to 
raise kids on their own. Dads 
have to lead, not just moms. 
Men need to take an active 

role in raising the children, and 
they need to show their own 
spirituality.”

Being a follower of Christ 
means being called to die each 
day, Staples said.

“Are you willing to put 
yourselves out for your wives 
and children?” Staples asked. 
“In matrimony men and 
women are called in Christ to 
help get each other to heaven, 
and to bring as many children 
with them as they are able.”

Trent Horn focused on 
helping prepare the men at the 
conference to dialogue with 
people who are not Catholic, 
in particular, atheists.

“There are different argu-
ments people use to try to 
negate the existence of God,” 
Horn said. “Some arguments 
are stronger than others. We 
can dialogue with these people 
in love. Often, there is an un-
derlying reason for a person’s 
choice to not believe in God. 
Through dialoging with athe-
ists and agnostics, we can fi nd 
out what is causing the person 
to reject God and be witnesses 
to the truth.”

The conference also 
featured personal testimonies 
of faith by Father Francisco 
Rodriguez, associate pastor of 
St. William Parish in Round 
Rock, and by Jonathan Saenz 
of Texas Values, a nonprofi t 
group dedicated to preserv-
ing and advancing a culture 
of family values in the state of 
Texas.

José Mireles, a parishio-
ner of St. John Parish in San 
Marcos, said a desire to open 
his ears and let the Lord say 
to him whatever he wanted to 
say was what led him to the 
conference.

“I was raised Catholic, but 
I was not active in my faith 
until about nine years ago,” 
Mireles said. “Since then I 
have gone to many retreats. I 
love going and being open to 
what the Lord may have for 
me.”

Curtis Miles, a parishioner 
of St. Albert the Great Parish 
in Austin, came thanks to an 
invitation by a devout Catholic 
friend. It was his second year to 
attend the Men’s Conference.

“It’s a great experience to 
come to these conferences,” 
Miles said. “It is a way to help 
strengthen your faith.”

Rupert Torres, a parishio-
ner of St. Elizabeth Parish in 
Pfl ugerville, came at his wife’s 
suggestion.

“This is my fi rst year to at-
tend,” Torres said. “It is a way 
to put more into your faith, and 
to help you remain fi rm in it.”

The Central Texas Fel-
lowship of Catholic Men will 
host the eighth annual Men’s 
Fellowship Mass July 23 at 10 
a.m. at St. Mary Cathedral in 
Austin. Bishop Joe Vásquez 
will celebrate the Mass, and 
a reception will follow in the 
Bishop’s Hall.  For more in-
formation about this ministry, 
visit www.centexcatholic.com.

BY CATHOLIC SPIRIT STAFF

The University Catholic 
Center at the University of 
Texas at Austin has been named 
a grant recipient of the 2015 
round of the Campus Ministry 
Theological Exploration of 
Vocation Initiative sponsored 
by Lilly Endowment Inc. As 
a participant in this initiative, 
the University Catholic Center 
seeks to equip Catholic students 
at UT Austin with the tools to 
understand their baptismal call 
to holiness and to provide them 
with opportunities to discern 
their vocation.

The University Catholic 
Center’s most recent program-
ming initiative is titled Empow-
ered by the Spirit. It will focus 
on aiding students in vocation 
discernment and providing 
them with opportunities to 
develop as confi dent Christian 
leaders. Over the course of the 
next four years, students will be 
invited to participate in small 
vocation discernment groups, 

retreats and spiritual direction 
focused on identifying, cultivat-
ing and employing their gifts in 
service to their communities of 
faith. 

In addition, students will be 
provided with Christian leader-
ship formation through profes-
sional networking and mentor-
ing with Catholic faculty and 
staff at UT Austin, the greater-
Austin Catholic community and 
Catholic alumni of the univer-
sity. To accomplish these goals 
the University Catholic Center 
will focus on three areas:

• Called to Holiness: 
Through programs focused on 
vocation discernment students 
will be accompanied as they 
discern their vocation to a 
particular state of life, whether in 
marriage, the ordained or conse-
crated religious life or single life.

• Called to Mission: Through 
programs focused on disciple-
ship formation students will be 
taught to listen for how God is 
calling them individually to serve 
the church by offering increased 
opportunities for spiritual direc-

tion and faith formation.
• Called to Service: Through 

programs focused on leader-
ship development students will 
be encouraged to use what they 
learn from vocation discern-
ment and discipleship formation 
to practice Christian leadership 
at the UCC and in the greater 
community.

With the help of the grant 
from the Lilly Endowment, 
which is $100,000 over a four-
year period, the UCC has hired 
Marist Brother Robert Clark to 
implement the “Empowered by 
the Spirit” program.

Brother Clark said “Em-
powered by the Spirit” is 
designed to increase vocations 
to the priesthood and religious 
life and to form solid Christian 
leaders.

“In the very short time I’ve 
been part of the pastoral staff 
here at the University Catholic 
Center I’ve seen the strong 
desire from many students 
for direction, education and 
accompaniment in the discern-
ment of their vocational call. 

Clearly a culture of vocations 
already exists here, and my focus 
is to help create new initiatives 
that meet our students’ needs 
and to sustain the programs that 
already exist,” he said.

This is the third round of 
grants under the Endowment’s 
Campus Ministry Theological 
Exploration of Vocation Initia-
tive, which supports vocational 
discernment programs for col-
lege students attending public 
universities. The initiative is 
designed to encourage campus 
ministries to create programs 
and strengthen existing ones to 
help students make connections 
between their academic and 

career pursuits and their faith 
commitments.

“Campus ministries play a 
critical role in helping students 
explore their academic and 
career interests and their faith 
as they pursue their hopes and 
dreams,” said Dr. Christopher L. 
Coble, vice president for religion 
at Lilly Endowment. “These 
ministries are creating spaces that 
give busy college students time to 
discover how God calls them to 
use their knowledge and talents 
to serve others.”

For more information on 
the University Catholic Center 
in Austin, visit www.utcatholic.
org.

Men encouraged to take active role in spiritual life

TIM STAPLES, 
a Catholic 

apologist, was 
one of the 

speakers at the 
fourth annual 

Catholic Men’s 
Conference that 

was held Feb. 
20 at San José 

Parish in Austin. 
(Photo courtesy 

Central Texas 
Fellowship of 

Catholic Men)

Grant helps UCC raise vocation awareness, empower leaders
THE UNI-
VERSITY 
CATHOLIC 
CENTER 
sits on the 
campus of 
the Universi-
ty of Texas 
in Austin. 
(Photo cour-
tesy UCC)
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